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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1
25X1 1. 1In early July 1953, KVPD[____ | & Schweres Naubitzkommando (Howitzer

Artlllery Regiment) was stationed in a tent camp about 12 km north of
Pasewalk and 10 km south of Torgelow. The unit belonged to Heeresgruppe
Nord and wes organized as follows:

Qfficers NCOe m
Headquarters 35 5 15
Supply detail 8 7 30
Vedical unit 1 3 6
School i3 11 56

1 through III Abteilung each 31 3 142

Reconnaissance unit n 13 20
Headquarters battery 7 2] 40
Total 188 138 663
The set-up of the school was as follows:

Officers NCOs piy]
Staff 6 1 -1
lst Section (radio operators) 1 1 7
24 Section (telephone operators) 1 1 6
34 Ssction {compubers” 1 2 10
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Ath Ssction (1st Fire Control Section) 1 2 8
5th Section {2d Fire Control Section) 1 1 7
6th Section (drivers) 1 1 9
7th Section (drivers) 2 5
KVP officers| |1neluded:

Lieutenant General Heins Hoffmami, deputy commanding general for training
at the Ministry of the Interiorg

Fajor General Rudelf Doeli'ng, in charge of I matters at the Ministry of
the Interior;

Major General Nermoym Rantsch, cormanding general of Heeresgruppe Nord;
Colonel Heinpich Neitsch, IX officer of Heeresgruppe Nord;

Iieutenant Colonal Walter Petter, chief of the KVP artillery;

Vnjor Gaertner (fru), commanding officer of xvm:

Caplain loeller (fnu), FK officer;

Seniocr Lieutenant Schiller (fnu), chief of staff;

Senior Lisutensat Wolfgang Duehring, chief of the school of Schwerss
Haubltzkomnando;

Senior Lisutenant Schmilguhn (fau), cormanding officer of the lst 4bteilung;
Senior Lieutennnt Saegebarth (fnu), commanding officer of the 2d Abteilung;
Senior Lisutsnant Bomblitz {fru), commanding officer of the 3d Abteilung;
Senior Lieutenant Hampal, cormanding officer of the reconnaissence unit;
Senior Lieutenant Lindner (fnu), ca.rmanding officer of the hea.déuartera

battery.

Between 18 and 22 July 1953, all the Soviet advisors were withdrawn from
KVPD| and left by truck for Pasewalk. A total of 15 Sovieis were
invalved, ] a Soviet major attached to the school of
the Schwerss Nonbitakonmendo | |was scheduled tg return to
his artillery unit stationed about 120 km Iron the Crimea.
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3. Thé Schueres Haubitzkommando was equipped with 26x152-mm houltzers and
1x122-mi howitzers all of them of Soviet make. In detail the howitzers
were distributed ag follows:

Sehool: 2 x 152-mm howitzera and 2 x 122-1m howitzers;
lst Abtdilungs 12x152-ym howitzerss
24 Abteilung : 12x152-ym hovitzers;

3d Abteilung : 12%122-mm howltzers., 1

4. On 15 July 1953, the 1lst through 3d Abteilung transferred their 4th
Batteries to another unit. One 152-mm battery each moved to Gloowen and
Halle, while a 122-mm battery transferred to Cotha. The batteries involved
and all thelr equipment were moved by reil, esch battery consisting of 75
to 80 men. The batteries were equipped with 4 guns and 5 tractors.

25X1 5. KPR was equipped with 50 model Stalinez-4 tractors; five per battery;
25 H 3 A trucks; 25 Fhasnomen~type trucks; 2 eommand carss 2 tank trucks
with o model 0~5 trailer each; 1 model G5 shop truck; end 8 BMW sedans,

6. In April 1953, the first firing practices with life amrunition were held
with 122.mn howltzers in Jasgertrueck. The firing practices were attanded
by all officers of the resiment, About 24 July 1953, the 9th Battery of
the 3d Abteilung held firing practices with 152-nm howitzers in Jaegerbruack.
The practices were attended by the best officers and NCOz of the entire
regiment, a total of about 200.

7. Of the effectives of the unit, 5 percent belonged to the 1920 through 1925
classes, 30 percent to the 1926 through 1930 classes and 65 pesrcent to the
1931 through 1936 classes. About 70 percent of the EM came from Saxony and
10 percent each camp frow Mecklesburg, Thuringie and Saxony-Anhalt, About
40 percent of the unit followed the Communist line while 60 percent were
opposed to the regime, Prior to 17 June, political indoctrination centered
around the history of the Soviet Communist Party ard World War IT in Soviet
view, After 17 June, the consequences of the June 17 uprising were treated.
Topies discuesed were “The provocations of the Americen imperialists and
their west German stool pigeon® and "KVP Missions after 17 June®. In the
political indoctrination it was stated that the svent on 17 June had been
prepared aince 1945 and that the reduction of work norus had been decrsed
already on 11 June 1953 by the SED Central Cormittee.

8. 0n 17 Juné, no specisl measures were taken by the unit. Only about 6 a.m,
on 18 June, the unit was placsd on alert status which was extended to
25X1 about 15 July. The KVFD[ |was not employed during the rilots. Parsonnel
of the headquarters battery was on leave but wes not recalled. In mid-
July, a commission of about five medical officers including a formsr major
(med) appeared at the unit, Prior to 20 July, about 50 sick KVPs were
discharged in addition to 70 to 80 eoldiers of the unit who were declared
unsuitable for the KVP., Anotker 150 soldiers most of them corporals and
sergeants were discharged because they had served for more than thres yeara.
25X1 the dischargees most of them intended to find 25X1
employman e HVIVP, 4
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On 23 July, 15 infantry soldiers whe were transferred to KVED
arrived by truck from Prenzlau., About 17 July, Senior Lieutenants
Scheede (fnu) and Pehle (fnu) of the reconnaissance unit were sent to
leipzig where they wers to qualify in a 4-week course For training in
the USSR.

|R:l§_gn‘m_g_gh The howitzer artillery regiment involved wae renamed
ormando just as all other KVP regiments. | [ | |
[ || xvrp is stationed in the Stallberg area.
Prior to early July 1953, the regiment consisted of 4 battalions with
4 batterles to each battalion and had a total strength of about 1,700
men, After dischargi rsonnel and transferring personnel to TVs []

| the regiment dropped to a personnel strength

I
of about 1,000 men.

Coment, MNost of the Soviet instructors were slsc withdrawn from
other units of Armeegruppe Nord.,

g‘m The transfer of & 152-mm battery to the artillery
natruction regiment of TV ]in Gloewen is credible. However,
the correctness of the statement that howitzer batteries were trans-
ferred to Halle and Gotha is doubted. A XVP infantry unit which is
probably not equivped with 152-mm howitzers is stationed in Hslle, The
AAA instruction regiment of TV |which shounld have no use for
122-mm howitzers 18 stationed in Cotha. It ig more probable that the
two batteries mentioned were transferred to the artillery instruction
regiment of TV [ |in Frfurt,

[ lCorment, The statements on personnel discharged by XKVPD
agrees with other information on discharge operations of the XVP.
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